
Homily for the XXVII Sunday Year C 

 

It has been noted that there is the same difference between the written Gospel and the lives 

of holy Christians as there is between a musical score and an orchestra performing that score. 

The Gospel is the score, but it remains mute, a dead letter until it is embodied in the lives of 

men and women who live out what is written. 

Take, for example, what Jesus affirmed, "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 

would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you." 

(Cf Lk 17: 5 – 10)  Paradoxical affirmation, we would say, impossible! Who has ever seen a 

tree uproot itself and plant itself in the sea? 

Yet, if we read the lived Gospel, if we read the lives of the saints, we find far more incredible 

facts. Their faith made impossible things possible. Take for example the life of Saint Marie 

Rivier. At sixteen months old she fell out of bed and severely injured her hip. As she grew, she 

could not stand upright and was forced to drag herself on her back helping herself with her 

hands. The small wooden crutches her parents had made for her were of no use. A life 

destroyed. A child condemned to immobility.  

But Marie's mother had an unwavering faith. She brought the little girl every day before the 

statue of the Pietà in the Church of Montpezat. For four years Marie spent hours and hours 

sitting on a small rug between the altar and the statue of Our Lady. She would gaze at it for 

hours, asking to be healed and promising that if she were healed, she would devote herself 

to the education of children. And then, a second accidental fall immobilized her completely. 

Nothing more could be done! 

And then, unexpectedly, on August 15, 1777, Marie was healed and resumed walking 

normally. For 70 years, she lived a very laborious life. "If you had faith the size of a mustard 

seed...." 

Remembering the promise she had made, at the age of 9, she decided to devote herself to 

the little ones. They called her "the little mother." At 18 she opened a school for the boys and 

girls of her village. To the unemployed young women of the parish she offered a place where 

they could be educated. She made frequent visits to the sick and helped the needy. At the 

age of 28, on Nov. 21, 1796, the Feast of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple, together 

with four companions, she promised to "consecrate herself to the Queen of Heaven." Thus 

was born the Congregation of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary, just as the wind of the 

French Revolution was blowing. "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed...." 

From 1802 to 1810, 46 houses were opened: catechism classes at the parish, schools, care for 

the poor and the sick. By February 3, 1838, when Mary Rivier ended her earthly life, 130 

houses had been founded. Today the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary work in Africa, Asia, 

Europe, South America and North America, especially with children, youth and the 

marginalized. That mustard seed, a crippled child destined to be paralyzed for life, today is a 

tree with branches stretching across four continents in whose shade so many find shelter. 



In January 2015, a Filipina woman who was a teacher at a school of the Sisters of the 

Presentation of Mary, became pregnant for the third time, after two miscarriages. On Feb. 

21, an ultrasound revealed the onset of non-immunological "generalized embryo-fetal 

hydrops" in the fetus which was in its 12th week with a risk of further miscarriage. 

A few days after the ultrasound, the principal of the Presentation of Mary School in Clarin 

where the woman taught, took the initiative to invoke the intercession of Blessed Marie 

Rivier, praying with the woman, her husband, her colleagues and the sisters of the school. In 

March 2015, two weeks after the first ultrasound, a new ultrasound showed that there were 

no more traces of the hydrops. The baby girl was born on September 6, 2015 in perfect health.   

Dear brothers and sisters, you can see here the score and the symphony, the Gospel and the 

lives of the saints. Faith transforms lives. This semi-paralyzed child and her mother had faith. 

Healed, Marie Rivier put herself at the service of faith during her earthly life and as a 

Foundress, she continues her work through other women of faith who have placed 

themselves at the service of the Gospel in order to promote faith.  

At that time, the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" Today, this is the prayer we 

also make to you:  "Lord, increase our faith!" 

Padre Fausto, sdb 

 

  

 


