
My Testimony on the Miracle of Saint Marie Rivier

I am Gemma Degamo, I am the mother of the ‘miracle baby’. My husband

could not be with us, because of his working commitment. He was expecting to

be able travel and participate in this great event. So it is with the deepest

regret that he cannot be with us these days. My husband’s name is Alpiniano,

We fondly call him Al. We have 3 children, all girls…our eldest is Algem, the

second is Alvienne and the youngest is our miracle baby Angel.

For us, as a family, our most powerful weapon is prayer, whenever and

wherever we are. We believe that God listens to his children and never will

abandon those who fear and trust in his name.

Our family story is one among others who encounter the love of Jesus

through the intercession of Blessed Marie Rivier. At first, we do not know

Marie Rivier. Her name was not in our household.

It was the year 2011 when my eldest

child entered school run by the Sisters of

the Presentation of Mary in Clarin, Bohol.

We began to know little about the story

of their foundress until the early part of

the year 2015. It was when our family

was experiencing its lowest moment, a

certain darkness in our lives as a family,

but our strong faith make us believe that

our dear God was always with us guiding



and helping us.

In early 2015, I got pregnant with my third child. I went into my usual

pregnancy routine test. In February, I had an ultrasound test result which

revealed generalized edema in my baby. It was a fatal condition that has no

medical cure or intervention. My baby is covered with fluid, in her every cell

and tissue. My baby was diagnosed with Hydrops fetalis, a condition that

presents with fetal anomalies. Either I could lose my baby or when can survive,

she could carry some abnormal condition. Besides, both our lives were at risk.

As a mother, I was very positive that god who is witnin me will cure my baby.

And of course as a mother, a normal mother, i am also afraid that I will lose my

baby and even my two older children were also afraid to lose their mother.

Since there was no medical cure, my doctor advised me to pray fervently

that a miracle may happen. After my doctor’s visit, I just prayed. Never in my

mind that I question God… Instead, I quietly said to him: I surrender to you

everything, myself and my baby. I remember saying: Lord, thy will be done!

My daughter’s teacher, a PM sister gave a prayer card to my daughter. At

the back was the prayer for canonization and a prayer for asking favor through

the intercession of Blessed Marie Rivier. I prayed this prayer many, many times

during the day. My former principal who is a member of the Marie Rivier

Associates assured me of their prayers to Blessed Marie Rivier and she had

asked the PM Sisters to pray for me too. There was a whole gang storming

heaven for me and my baby!

Two weeks later, I came back to my usual pregnancy routine test and my

ultrasound revealed that my baby has no more generalized edema. She was

healed. The following ultrasound test ruled out Down syndrome and my baby



was normal and clean from any effects of Hydrops fetalis. On September 6,

2015, I gave birth to my third child, a healthy and normal baby.

On November 21, 2015, during the feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the

Foundation Anniversary of the Congregation, my baby was baptized in the

Sisters’ convent. And in honor of

Blessed Marie Rivier, we named

our child after her, Angel Marie

Vier. I always praise God for this

grace received.

As we all know, Mother

Rivier’s own mother had offered

her to Mama Mary, much that I wanted also to do with my own child.

Today, Mother Rivier is part of our household. We call on her, and we

speak about her, as we continue to live our Christian family life. We strengthen

our devotion to Saint Marie Rivier, following her good examples, she leads us

to Mama Mary and to her Son Jesus Christ. As she teaches us to live in humility

and compassion, to pray and to ask forgiveness, we are inspired to live in the

same way and to live a grateful life because every day, is a blessing.

Finally, On behalf of our family, especially my husband who is not around,

our heartfelt gratitude to the PM Sisters all over the world headed by Mother

Maria dos Anjos Alves, the Superior General, thank you for inviting us to

witness this memorable event. We are praying for you all in our family prayers.

Thank you for your untiring service in the name of Saint Marie Rivier, your

Foundress.

Thank you very much!




